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Serving veterans, their families and their communities

GREETINGS FROM THE DEPARTMENT PRESIDENT

TOUCAN MAKE A
DIFFERENCE

This past month has been a very
busy month for me. I just re-
turned from Washington D.C.,
where I attended the Washington
Conference and met the national
candidates for the coming year.
While there we visited with
Senators Roger Wicker and Thad
We

Congressmen Steven Palazzo and

Cochran. also  visited

Alan Nunnelee. We expressed

our for veterans’

benefits, the Keystone XL Pipe-
line project that would develop

concerns

American jobs, and the Flag
Amendment.

Congressman Palazzo will be
attending the Ride to Recovery
in  Gulfport Mississippi on
March 4. Thanks to all of the
Post, SAL and Auxiliary Units,
that contributed to this veterans
which  will
equipment and therapy for their

ride provide

recovery .

Congratulations to the royalty
of the Legion and Auxiliary
Mardi Gras Balls!

Prior to the D.C. trip, Don and
the National
Commander, Fang Wong on his

I accompanied

tour of Mississippi. His photog-
rapher has placed pictures on
the Web. The site to view the
pictures http://

www.imageevent.com

/nylegion/fang. You can go to

this site and down load any pic-

is:

tures that you would like and
print them out.

We are looking forward to our

Kris
Nelsons’ visit to Mississippi
March 25-28. We have final-
ized plans for her visit, and I
feel confident that she will
enjoy her stay with us.

National President,

Remember that most of our
year-end reports are due in by
May 1. Be sure to check your
“Plans of Action” and follow
directions to get in as many
reports as possible for National
recognition. I know that most
of you have been involved in a
lot of work around the state,
so don’t miss out on getting
recognized for what you have
done. Area conferences are
beginning in  April, looking
forward to seeing all of you
there. Keep up the good work
and remember to pray for our
As
always, keep our troops and

nation and for its leaders.

our veterans in your thoughts
and in your prayers.

For God and Country,
Mawy Ried

IST VICE PRESIDENT-PROGRAMS COORDINATOR

I want to
remind all units of
the  upcoming
deadlines for the
scholarships avail-

able through the

Education Plan of

Action.

If you have qualified,

deserving youth in your area,

encourage them to apply.

I also hope some of you are plan-

Poppy

Contests in your area, as well as

ning Poster

the Americanism Essay Contest.

Please refer to your Plans of
of these

deadlines,

Action for each

programs for

criteria and forms.

Let’s have good representation
from our department in these
programs.

Looking forward to seeing all of
you at the Spring Area Confer-
ences.

Remember, year-end reports will

be due by May 1.
Sawrah Edwardsy
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2ND VICE PRESIDENT-VA&R CHAIRMAN
N

I am very thankful for the
extra day this month....
. | more time to get this article
written and to prepare for

the upcoming R2R.

February was filled with Mardi Gras
Balls,

Commander, and a concert for our

a visit by our National

veterans by The Platters, just to name
a few things that kept everyone busy.
What a wonderful sight to see all the
many veterans at the concert enjoying
One veteran that was
introduced will celebrate his 100%
birthday in May, AND he still has his

driver’s license!

themselves.

By the time you read this, R2R will be
over, but I want to thank everyone that
purchased t-shirts, made donations,

and volunteered their time and everything
necessary, to make this a successful event.
We will have a wrap-up in next month’s
newsletter.

Now is the time to be considering which
office you will run for in your unit. The
executive committee that you elect will
help guide your unit next year. When you
work together, the unit and everyone
wins; working against one another, creates
a divide that slows progress. Leave
differences at the door, agree to disagree
and work together: Toucan Make a
Difference!

We now have our cookbooks, and they
It’s filled with over 500
“southern delights” from around our state.
To purchase
Wilkerson

are beautiful.

yours, contact Lou

(228-493-2582) or

our

FOR THE RECORD - DEPT. HISTORIAN

Every true history must
_ ¥ force us to remember that
- the past was once as real
as the present and as un-
the future.

Macaulay-

certain as

|
Trevelyan, Clio, A Muse

~George

HISTORY: Pass it on...

The year 1939 was a year of beginnings, and
Kansas and Nebraska shared honors for a
first in the Girls State program. This was the
year the VA Hospital Gift Shops program
began spreading quickly to all Departments,
becoming a part of the rehabilitation pro-
gram.

Congress suddenly adopted national
dgfense measures, advocated by the Auxiliary

foryears.

Many activities have been happening
around the state and at many of our
units. I hope you have been keeping a
record of these events. The time is
getting closer to the end of the year.

Please begin to work on your history

narratives and your scrapbooks. This
includes juniors, too.
Spring is almost here.  This means

Easter is just around the corner and, in
April, the spring conferences will take
place.  As many of you as possible
should make the effort to be in
attendance. It is a convenient arena in
which to learn more about our
organization and to meet Auxiliary
members. Read your newsletter and

learn when the meetings will be held in

&

MARCH 2012

Department Secretary Nancy Sanders
(601-353-3681). The cost is $20 each,
and if you want it mailed to you, add an
additional $5.

In March everyone is Irish, and my
prayer for you is this. May the road rise
up to meet you — May the wind be
always at your back, may the sun shine
warm upon your face, and the rains fall
soft upon the fields, and until we meet
again, may God hold you in the palm of
His hand. Amen.

For God and Country,
Rose Blanmchawrd, 2nd Vice

your area. You will be glad you did.

As you prepare for judging of your work
at State Convention, remember to read
your Plan of Action for guidance.
There will be certificates and awards
presented in all categories. If you have
any questions, please call or e-mail me.
I will be more than happy to offer any
assistance. If I can’t help, there are

certainly others who can.

Let us all know what you and your unit
have been doing. Don’t let your work
and the work of your members go
unnoticed.

For God and Country,

Carolynw Tawrdy
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NEWS FROM PROGRAM CHAIRMEN AND MORE...

MEMBERSHIP

o ‘I’m happy to report that

| Mississippi has met the
¥ 3rd Milestone of 85% —

== about a month and a half
| ahead of schedule!

We are now Working on

our next goal—reaching 90% by April 5.

To do this, we need each and every unit
to call members who have not renewed

yet and get them to send in their dues.

Also, now is a good time to get NEW
members to add to our ranks.

Please DO NOT hold any member-
ship...send them to the Department.
You never know if your renewals and/or
new members could help us reach that

next level of success.

We're going to work this last bit of
membership at a team. We’ll whittle it
down, chunk by chunk; percentage by

percentage .

Please help us reach our big goal of
101%!

Thank you again for all you do for our
If T can be of

service, please let me know.

Angela Kilcrease; Chairmawy

membership program.

CHAPLAIN’S CORNER -

GIRLS STATE

For you who are computer
savvy and are “online,” the

Magnolia  Girls  State
 application,  informational
flyer, scholarship

applications, etc., are on
website

our

Department

(www.missala.com). We are getting

away from the card applications and
request that you either download the
paper applications or call Department
Headquarters, and 1 will send you the
flyers and applications.

I hope that all of you are already in the
process of procuring delegates for this
awesome program. This year it is even
better than last year. As I requested from
you earlier, some applicants are filling
out their information and mailing them
directly to Department Headquarters.
These students need to go through an
orientation. Your Girls State chairman
(or President) should know the rules of
Girls State and be able to hold an
orientation. If that is impossible, please
contact a unit nearest you who can hold
an orientation and can assist you.

When the high school junior counselors

DEPT. CHAPLAIN

because they are our special Valentines.

call me, I brief them on qualifications,
etc., and packets are mailed to the
delegates for their information, with
inclusive forms that are necessary for
their participation at Magnolia Girls
State.
called. If your unit does not participate,

Please be helpful if you are

give them the Department Headquar-
ters telephone number. We are losing
delegates because units are just not in-
terested. Besides VA&R, Girls State is
one of the most important programs in
the Auxiliary. These girls learn the
basics of electing our governmental
officials, earn scholarships and all about
the American Legion Auxiliary. Two
lucky delegates will represent
Mississippi at Girls Nation which is held
in our Nation’s capitol!

This is important my friends. Please
contact your local schools to see if the
junior counselors can send those
qualified delegates to this most prestig-
We look
forward to seecing students from your
neck of the woods. Girls State is
June 2 — 8, 2012, at the University of

Southern Mississippi.

Nancy Sanders
Girly State Director

ious week—]ong program.

I would like begin by hoping everyone had a great Valentines Day and remembered our veterans on that day,

I would like to thank Glen Crosby Unit Number 165 for the prayers they sent me from the members of their unit.
. You all did an outstanding job, and they were beautifully done. As fabulous as these were, I need all units to please
ask every member of your unit to submit a special prayer to your unit president so they can send it to me for the

President's Prayer Book. Please send these to me as soon as possible: Merita Guinn, 13094 Sheldon Street, Gulfport, MS 39503. If
anyone has prayer requests, you may email me at mjlady502006@yahoo.com.

I would like to apologize for not getting all prayer requests sent out by email. I have just recently gotten all of the email

addresses posted to my compute. Ihave, however, been posting these prayer requests on the department’s Facebook group. All future

prayer requests will be sent to both email and Facebook.

In Our Prayers: District VI President Eva Ford and her husband need prayers for their health and the loss of Eva's sister. Marie

Davis had health problems and was in the hospital. PDP Inez McCain was in the hospital in Cleveland for heart problems. Judy Beard-
more, Unit 127 President of Sardis, has had brain surgery and a TIA. Granddaughter of Rose Blanchard, 2nd Vice President/ VA&R
Chairman, Leya had pneumonia. Marie Marino Adams, 74, of Waveland, passed away on Tuesday, January 23, 2012, in Bay St. Louis.

Merita Guirw, Department Chaplain

May God bless each and every one of you.


http://www.missala.com
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NEWS FROM PROGRAM CHAIRMEN AND MORE...

JUNIOR ACTIVITIES
%”-’" - Hello

Leaders,

Juniors and Junior

We are arriving at the
windy month of March,
the
§ Spring. Let's plant our

and beginning  of

gardens with more Junior
memberships, as it is a great time to get
out and meet new friends. You can set
up a table at your local mall or
downtown area showcasing the
Auxiliary and Juniors, and perhaps also
draw in a few potential Legionnaires as
well. This is also a great way to
promote Poppies.

There are three things I would like the
Units
concentrate on for the rest of the year
that are outlined in the Plans of Action:

Junior in Mississippi to

1) I hope the Junior Units are working
on a service project geared toward
helping a service member or his or her
family. 2) There is also the National
President's Scholarship Program to be

promoted. 3) I hope Juniors are

working on is having Juniors teach us
adults how to use the Internet. I know I
still have some trouble!

Remember to write down what you
have been doing in your meetings. Even
if you are only one or two Juniors
working with a Senior Auxiliary, we
need to know what you Juniors are
accomplishing. Pictures would be nice to
see with your reports as well. My ad-
dress is in the Plans of Action, along
with any directions you may need.
Again, my cell is 228-239-1897 for any
help you may need. And please, send in
your report s postmarked by May 1.

For some fun, St. Patrick's Day arrives
on March 17. Many Posts celebrate by
having a corned beef and cabbage dinner
for veterans and homeless. This is a good
opportunity for Juniors to bake some
cupcakes or cookies to have on hand as
dessert. Or
contribution for this holiday.

think up your

own

For God and Country,
Velmaw Howrington, Chairmewv

To my Legion family,

A big heart-felt thank you
for the letters, phone
calls and prayers during

these past few weeks.

Although we at first .
thought T had suffered a heart attack,
actually I was in the midst of irregu-
lar heart beats that my Pacemaker con-
trols.

My health is improving, and T hope to
sce many of you at the Spring
Conferences. My sincere appreciation
to those of you who were so

thoughtful. You are the best!

Sincerely,

Ineg McCain, PDP, 1981
Dept. Leadership Chairmarv

- E EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE NN B

:: POPPY PROGRAM

Fund.  Without

L ~ We do put your donations to good use:

Get your Poppy orders in before the deadline. After your Poppy Distribution Day, remember that you are ::

required to send one quarter of your proceeds collected to the Department Office for the Department Poppy ¥
]
the

portion of  proceeds, we can

II . . . . . . .
m VA Hospital support and other projects as needed by our veterans in Mississippi.

:: Thanks, for all the hard work with the Poppy Programs in honoring your Veterans.

I For God and Country,
n

n
m Shirley Turner, Chairman

State Veterans Homes support,

not Veterans g

carry on

i -.
%/I/ L]
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NEWS FROM PROGRAM CHAIRMEN AND MORE...

National President’s Visit—
Distinguished Guest Committee

National President Kris Nelson will visit
Mississippi March 26-28, 2012.

The Distinguished Guest Committee is
working on finalizing her schedule, but
we wanted to give you a heads-up on a
couple of activities.

On Monday, we will take President Kris
to the Blair Batson Children’s Hospital
and then to the Jackson Veterans Home

for Birthday Cake and Bingo.

That evening, Post and Unit 112 will
host a dinner for her at the Post Home.
The event begins at 6 p.m., we hope to
have a large crowd to meet and greet

her.

Unit 112 is planning to hold a special
live cake auction to raise money to give
to President Kris for the National Emer-
gency Fund.

So bring some money to bid on a special
cake just in time for Easter and know
that the proceeds will benefit our great
organization.

On Tuesday, we travel to the Gulf Coast
for a couple of days. We are planning a
reception for her at Hattiesburg Unit 24
before our visit at Camp Shelby.

We'll then attend a 6 p.m. reception at
Post/Unit 2002, they will

dedicate their new Post home.

where

On Wednesday, after breakfast with
Unit 119 (and anyone else who wishes to

join us!) at Island View Hotel/ Casino,
we’ll visit and tour the new Armed
Forces Retirement Home. Please note, if
you plan to join us, I've got to know now
as we have to give a list of names in
advance of those in the entourage.

Then (whew!) we will visit the Biloxi VA
before returning to Jackson.

We want as many of our members to see
her as possible. I regret we can’t travel
any further north than Jackson, but time
just does not allow it this time.

If you have any questions about her visit,
please feel free to contact me.

For God and Country,
Angela Kilcrease Chairmaw

CONGRATULATI

100 PERCENT (PLUS!) UNITS!

New Albany 72 (121%)
Greenwood 29 (100%)

Baldwyn 130 (122%)
Hickory Flat 128 (100%)
Ackerman 82 (129%)
Newton 236 (127%)
Liberty 76 (112%)
D’Iberville 2002 (194%)

WHOO0OS NEXT ON THE

CONGRATULATIONS FIBOURISTRICT
TO REACH 101% GOAL

JOYCE PORTER, PRESIDENT

Fulton 51 (143%)
Horn Lake 134 (138%)

Hattiesburg 225 (140%)
West Point 212 (101%)

Grenada 35 (103%) Kosciusko 44 (115%) Carthage 219 (100%)
Philadelphia 138 (113%) Vicksburg 3 (230%) Brandon 68 (327%)
McComb 14 (100%) Natchez 4 (100%) Tylertown 56 (100%)

As of 3/2/2012 report

Moss Point 243 (114%)
Columbus 69 (103%)

ONS TO

Tishomingo 144 (108%)
Indianola 2 (100%)

Ocean Springs 42 (126%)
Laurel 210 (103%)

LI ST?

DISTRICT IV

101.92%

AL

WE
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PUBLIC RELATIONS

"

Since August 2011, monthly public relations articles have been written to guide, offer suggestions
and mentor effective communication with various avenues of the media. A professional presentation
is essential to create and maintain goodwill with our organization's members, supporters, Veterans,
children and community. Placing our efforts to enhance the support of volunteer hours and financial
support, first-hand experiences prove to be the best teacher.

By the time this article is published, the American Legion Auxiliary will be preparing or in the
process of hosting the Ride 2 Recovery in Gulfport on March 4.5%  When asked to create a Press
Release for this event, the opportunity to be a part of the organizational team was a chance to put everything
learned into one package and create an effective article. The occasion to put the Auxiliaries best foot forward was
here and the State of Mississippi was going to hear the plan of how they could help our recovering Veterans.
Remembering the points of good journalism the: who, what, when, where and how were used to put the facts
together. The correct combination of ideas were arranged and re-arranged. Referencing Nationals suggestions for
effective press releases was studied. With a final approval from the R2R committee, the finished product was ready
to face the world and be forwarded across the state. Now it is time for the real challenge, finding an audience that
would take this information seriously and be willing to move quickly into action with financial support and/or
volunteer time.

Many questions go through the mind in beginning to email this info. Which newspaper would be Willing to run the
press release? A great source is www.AllYouCanRead.com which has the most up to date and thorough list of all

Mississippi Newspapers. There are 59 listed. Do you send a notice to all of them? Which ones have the ability to
reach a wide audience in a short amount of time? Is concentration on newspaper publications in towns were our
State Veterans Homes are located a must? How many newspapers would receive the email on the first attempt
without a resend necessary? Will the recipients consider the press release too long, too short, dull, interesting, or
newsworthy? Will the content need to be revised upon receipt? How will one know that anything was published
when not all information is online at the newspapers websites? Are callbacks necessary? Which online news sources
have heavy hits? Could Facebook be helpful in getting the word out? Will chats on Twitter prove valuable? Which
other means of mass communication will prove beneficial? The desire and determination of doing all that one can,

keep the wheels turning in your brain.

Regardless of these issues and their answers, knowing that the best attempts were executed and the bottom line of
what one knows to be a successful plan were put into motion was achieved, is all that one can hope for. Here is
wishing that the small part of my efforts was helpful to the overall success of Ride 2 Recovery.

If a notice was placed in your local newspaper, please do not forget to send me an original copy for the Department

Press Book and another one for my files. My mailing address is 1015 Miller Drive, Clarksdale, MS 38614.
Mary Jo-Abrahoun, Chairmaww

SPRING g‘ {,
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DEPARTMENT OF MISSISSIPPI

War Memorial Building
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Jackson, MS 39212

Phone: 601.353.3681
E-mail: ALAMSHQ(@aol.com

WE’RE ON THE WEB!

WWW . MISSALA.COM

JOIN OUR GROUP ON FACEBOOK n

AMERICAN LEGION AUXILIARY MISSISSIPPI

ALSO, JOIN: ALA SOUTHERN DIVISION
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RIDE © RECOVERY

Making a Difference in the Lives of Wounded Warriors

The Department of Mississippi wishes
to congratulate the American Legion
Family for the donations and purchase
of R2R t-shirts. At the dinner for the
Ride to Recovery cyclists on March 4 at
the Marriot Gulf Coast, Chairman June
Laws handed the R2R Program a check
for $10,000. Unit 77 in Waveland also
donated a check for $200 to this very
special project.

Donations are still arriving and will be
forwarded to Ride to Recovery.
Representatives of TAL, ALA and SAL
from all over Mississippi were present
to meet and greet these special cyclists.

This is what we are all about
Mississippi! Working together makes a
difference! A complete wrap-up will be

featured in the April newsletter.

FROM THE DEPT. SECRETARY

Greetings from the Department!

Things are never slow here. The poppies have been ordered, and we
ordered a little extra for you who forgot. We should have them for

E},

you by Spring conferences. Also, as Spring Conference is also elec-

tion time for District officers, your membership numbers count to-
wards how many votes you have. Needless to say, you have until
March 20 to send all you can because that is the date we will run
numbers and count votes allowed by each unit. One member can make a difference as
to your delegate strength.

We have mailed out past due notices to those units who have not paid their 2012
assessments. Please remit your assessment immediately. There are 16 units who have
not complied — some of you are outstanding for the second year. These are mandatory,
and there are resulting consequences for non-payment.

Please do not forget that the membership dues for 2013 will increase by $4.00 which
will all be transmitted to National Headquarters. This is a mandatory increase, and you
do not want to be caught without it because it will leave some of you without your
Working capital. Instead of sending in $11.00 for senior members, you will be sending
in $15.00. The juniors will remain at the same transmittal amount of $4.00. The oniy
change is with the senior members. While you are at it, please do not forget to change
your By-Laws to reflect the change and send a copy to the Department for your file.

Your Department Secretary, along with Angela Kilcrease, who is a certified instructor,
will be traveling to Fulton Unit 51 for an officers workshop on Saturday, March 10, and
to Cleveland 165 on March 24. Our focus is on duties of officers, especially secretaries
and treasurers. We will be discussing the new tax laws and the future of the governance
of the Auxiliary. The Department has chosen five units to begin the learning process of
our new membership program (ALAMIS) and those units will be contacted on the very
For the curious, those units are Calhoun City 50, Cleveland 165,
Pascagoula 160, Columbus 69 and Bay St. Louis 139. Basically, those units will be given

near horizon.

a pin number to get into the program where they will be able to edit member informa-
tion, update unit leaders and run membership reports on their own. We are really
excited about this. If all goes well the entire Auxiliary family units in Mississippi will be
on line with the ALAMIS in the next year. If the District Presidents in the Central Area
and Southern Area would like to have a similar workshop, please contact Department
Headquarters to set your date.

We now have a new membership report which will be debuting in this newsletter. It is
one gencrated by National Headquarters. It doesn’t tell you, however, how many
members are new and renewed. That information we will have to keep in your files.
We also now have available the new American Legion Family Membership Applications.
This application has the American Legion, the Auxiliary and the SAL on the same form —
you can just tear off which one you want. It’s awesome. Let us know if you want us to

send them to you. We will have some available at the Spring conferences also.

If you need the services of Department Headquarters, please give us a ring at 601-353-
3681 or email us at alamshq@aol.com. We are here for you. If we can’t answer your
questions, we will find someone who will. Remember the reason you joined the
Auxiliary; support our soldiers and veterans and love one another. We are in this

TOGETHER. There is no “I” in “team.”

Nancy Sandery


mailto:alamshq@aol.com

American Legion Auxiliary

Cook Book
Southern Delight

Order Form

Our Southern Delight Cook Book has been delivered. We are taking sales orders now and the books will be delivered as soon as they
are ordered. If you would like to order your copy or copies now, please fill our all of the information below and return to Lou
Wilkerson or Rose Blanchard.

Please reserve cook books for me, I have chosen the following method for delivery:
CHECK ONE:

I will pick my book(s) up at one of the Area Conferences or Dept. Convention.

I will pick my book up at the Dept. Office.

I would like my cookbook(s) mailed to me and will pay $5 shipping per book.

Attached please find my check, cash or money order for:

Southern Delight Cook Books at $20.00 each =

Shipping chargcs of $5.00 per cookbook =

Total Amount =

Name: Phone:
Address: E-mail
City, Zip

PLEASE PUT NAME AND PHONE & E-MAIL ON ALL ORDERS.
INCLUDE ADDRESS IF COOK BOOK ISTO BE MAILEDTO YOU.



