
 

to all the others members 
who stepped up to share 
t h e i r  e x p e r t i s e  o n  
committees, especially 
Phyllis Moran.  

Reminder: Please send a 
copy of all activity  
reports to me. 

To reiterate, all members 
working together will be the 
light for our veterans, active 
duty military and their  
families; therefore, òwe are 
going to strut like a rooster 
and sting like a bee; you 
need to keep on your shoes 
to catch up with me.ó 

For God and Country, 

Eva Ford  

Department President 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The National Convention was 
very different from the past 
years. It reminded us to  
remember how the earth and 
elements revolve around us, so 
do we. The message from the 
convention created an extraor-
dinary interest and desire to 
work together in becoming a 
more uni f ied  cohes ive  
organization. An increase in 
our personal dedication to the 
organization (not self) will 
reflect a more positive image 

and appreciation for our  
ultimate goal of fulfilling the 
needs of our veterans. 

Special thanks to the  
committee members who 
worked on developing the 
2016-2017 plans of action. 
We will need nothing but 
peace, loyalty, faithfulness, 
devotion, and caring attitudes 
to be successful in imple-
menting our goals. We do 
have our work cut out for us 
this year and I am looking 
forward to working with each 
of you to make sure we have a 
booming year. 

Special thanks to Angela for 
her dedication in continuing 
to offer her assistance in 
maintaining our lines of  
communication thru this 
monthly newsletter. Thanks 

GREETINGS  FROM  THE  PRESIDENT  

1ST V ICE PRESIDENT -PROGRAMS  COORDINATOR  
Soon, you will 
h a v e  y o u r  
Programs Action 
Plan (PAP) and 
w i l l  b e g i n  
working on the 
programs.  I 
would like to 

applaud Ms. Mattie Harris for 
being the first chairman to turn 
in her PAP.  There was a 24 
September deadline, and she 
was the first one to turn it in.    
Thank you, Ms. Mattie, for set-

ting the example!   Donõt for-
get your elevator speeches.  
These are presented during our 
upcoming Fall Area Confer-
ences.  Have those ready to 
read so you can share what 
your program is about.                                                                                                                                                         

Now for the programs, I  
understand everyone is busy 
and this is a volunteer  
organization.  So I ask that your 
Unit pick 2 or 3 programs and 
work them.  If youõre good at 

raising money, help with the  
Auxiliary Emergency Fund, if 
youõre good with Children 
then work the Children/
Youth Program.                                                                                                                                                                                                        

In order for our PAP to work, 
WE must adhere to the dead-
lines.  The first deadline will 
be your mid-year reports 
which are due to program 
chairmen by 1 Dec. 2016.  
Ladies, this is not mail it on  
1 Dec.ñit means received in  

CALENDAR  OF 

EVENTS  

 
Southern Area  Conference Area 

meeting will be 22 Oct, at Silver Creek 
Baptist Church,  8017 Silver Drive, 

McComb, MS 39648.  Registration is 
10-11 a.m.   

If you need help, you may call Jimmy 
Smith, 7th District  

Commander, at 601-810-3685. 
************************** 

Northern Area 
November 5, 2016  

Post 134 · 2520 Goodman Rd.  
Horn Lake, Mississippi 38637 
************************  

Central Area 
November 12, 2016  
Post 112·  Savana St. 

Exit I 55 South  
Jackson, Mississippi  

Registration 10-11:00 am. 
Lunch 11 a.m.-Noon 

Meeting Noon to 3 p.m. 
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hand by the program chairmen 
on 1 Dec., 2016.   Please help 
the chairmen by sending in those 
reports early enough for them 
to make a full report to National 
by their deadline!                                                                                                                                     

I look forward to seeing every-
one soon.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               

For God and Country, 

Angela Baughman  

1st VPñPrograms Coordinator 

chiefangie2013@gmail.com                                                                                                                                                        
220 SCR 18-5, Bay Springs, 
MS 39422                    

mailto:chiefangie2013@gmail.com


2ND  V ICE PRESIDENT -VA&R C HAIRMAN  

them to the area conferences or contact 
Ruth Benson.   

As I write this article, I am packing to 
attend the last few days of the Veterans 
Creative Arts Festival.  I know Nancy and 
her Committee and volunteers have made 
us proud! 

I am looking forward to participating in 
Veterans Day parades and ceremonies and 
hope to see some of you there as well. 
 

Don't forget to REPORT!  We can't tell 
National what we are doing if you don't 
tell us.  Thank you, Ladies, for all you do! 
 
For God and Country, 

Tina Hurst  

2nd Vice President  

 

I have been visiting 
Units, promoting 
projects and seeing 
many wonderful 
things happening 
for our Veterans.   

The first ever  
Oxford Veterans 

Home Christmas Gift Shop will be 
December 5, and I am so excited to be 
able to participate. If you have any gifts 
you would like to donate, please bring 
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Auxiliary. It was such an honor and privilege that she had the 
opportunity to shake hands with both candidates for President 
of the United States of American at the National Convention in 
Cincinnati. In addition, we were fortunate to have other Unit 
members to represent us. Yes, we are making history. We all 
have to place forward an effort in this great organization  
because òTeamwork Makes the Dream Work!ó Everyone story 
is important and needs to be heard. Great job, ladies, keep up 
the outstanding works!!!! 

Remember! Halloween is approaching be prepared for the 
ghost and goblins. They will be arriving to visit your units so 
welcome them in with A CROW!!  

For God and Country, 

Charlotte Williams, Historian  

 

Greetings! How is your unit doing? Are you 
taking pictures and writing up all your ac-
tivities?  I believe we must strive to do bet-
ter ourselves, in doing this, it will allow our 
units to be enriched.  

History is a continuing development that 
needs to record for our future generation. 
Also, history is the key to our American 

Legion Auxiliary family. Therefore, we must strive to improve 
our efforts in our duties to our Units, Districts and Depart-
ment. Letõs not have our ideas and hard work be forgotten! 
History is not what you thought. It is what you remember!!! 
We make history in everything that we do so letõs make a 
memorable 2016-2017. 

Mississippi is on the map and making history with our very own 
Kathy Dungan to serve as the National President for the  

FOR  THE  R ECORD  ð D EPT. H ISTORIAN   

Another thing that stood out to me at National Convention was a nationwide plea for everyone to get along.  Now 
you would think that grown women would not have to be asked to get along with each other, especially when we 
are all in the Auxiliary with a common goal.  But apparently, lack of harmony is a nationwide issue.  Mississippi is 
known as the òhospitality state.ó  Let's live up to our reputation and BEE hospitable.  Let's show each other respect 
and love.  As my mother always told me, "If you can't say something nice, don't say anything at all."  I wish we 
would all heed those words.  I saw a t-shirt the other day that just said, òBe nice!ó  Thatõs gonna be my motto for 
the rest of the year.  No gossip, no negative comments, no nay saying.  Positive, kind, encouragingéthis is what 
Iõm going to strive for.  Are you with me?  Hope so. 

Please let me know about deaths and births in our ALA family.  My email address is debbiebowden@bellsouth.net.  Or text to 228-
326-7542. 

òFinally, all of you, have unity of mind, sympathy, brotherly love, a tender heart and a humble mind.ó 1 Peter 3:8   

I love yõall more than you will ever know.... 

Deborah "Debbie" Bowden, Chaplain  

CHAPLAIN õS CORNER  ð D EPT. CHAPLAIN  

mailto:debbiebowden@bellsouth.net
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CHILDREN AND YOUTH  

 
Greetings everyone.  Well, fall is in the air and so are the holiday seasons.  Remember Halloween is here, and 
we need to keep in mind the safety of our children and youth.  One way we can do that is to provide a safe  
environment to have a Halloween party or trick-or-treat.  Also remember to teach the children about the safety 
of any activity they may attend.   

With fall in the air and the cooler temperatures coming, please donate socks, gloves, sweaters and jackets to the 
children who are in need of this in your area.   

Hope everyone has a safe and happy Halloween.  May God bless America, our veterans and our children and you. 

 For God and Country, 

Ruth Benson, Chairman  

 

CONSTITUTION AND BYLAWS  
 

The American Legion Auxiliary Department of Mississippiõs Constitution, Bylaws and Standing Rules have been  
updated following actions taken at the ALA Department Convention in July 2016 in Flowood and are available by 
email from Department Headquarters at alamshq@att.net or from me at diane.cantrell@netzero.net or from  
Committee Member Barbara Hubbard at  hubbard2507@gmail.com. 

Units, please remain diligent in keeping your governing documents current. 

May God keep on blessing America, 

Diane Cantrell., Chairman  

 

 

AMERICANISM 

 

Americanism, promoting patriotism and responsible citizenship help us fulfill our brand promise by giving  
citizens a chance to participate in our mission by feeling patriotic and demonstrating their support in an active, 
visible way.  Americanism is learned, it's a fundamental value of ALA. What better way to teach our youth and 
Community than to partner with local schools; visible in our communities demonstrating good citizenship.  

A few ideas to promote patriotism are: 

 ~ Encourage students to participate in the Americanism Essay Contest. Theme is òHow does learning about government 
and our America help you become a future guardian of the liberties of our country?ó (Guidelines in the Programs Action Plan) 

 ~ Visit schools, have lunch with a class.  Talk about patriotism and good citizenship . 

 ~ Provide certificates from your unit to students, identified by their teachers,  who demonstrate good citizenship.  

 ~ Wear your ALA shirts. 

September dates: Patriot Day 9/11; POW/MIA Recognition Day 9/16; Gold Star Mother's Day 9/25 and Navy Day 9/27. 

Let's hit the ground strutting and make this year one of the best ever.   My contact information: (601) 218 ð 7735;   
coachstevens76@gmail.com; 1320 Main St., Vicksburg, MS 39183.   

For God and Country. 

Linda M. Stevens , Chairman  

 

mailto:alamshq@att.net
mailto:diane.cantrell@netzero.net
mailto:hubbard2507@gmail.com
mailto:coachstevens76@gmail.com
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Our new ALA Magnolia Girls State year is off and running.  The Dept. Girls State Committee had their first 
meeting this month to finalize applications for 2017 delegates and begin work on goals I have set before them.   

Reminder of the 2017 session dates:  June 4-9, 2017 at The University of Southern Mississippi 

2017 Fee per participant:  $225 

Applications for Units will be available for pick-up at each of the three Fall Area Conferences.  Donõt leave those 
meetings without them! 

We had two most outstanding delegates the 2016 Girls Nation session in Washington, D.C., in July (held while we were at State 
Convention).  It is my hope that both of these young ladies can attend our Mid-Winter Conference so you can see for yourself 
what great girls we had representing us! 

Our two delegates were Cailin Sims, of Vancleave High School, sponsored by Gautier-Vancleave Unit 1992 and Rachel  
Shoemaker, of Laurel Christian Academy, sponsored by Bay Springs Unit 71.  Wow, were they wonderful!  I was most impressed 
by their enthusiasm before and during the ALA Magnolia Girls State Session and by their poise and speaking abilities they  
exhibited. 

Both young ladies ran for Girls Nation President!  Although they didnõt quite make it, they tried and came close!  Go, Mississippi! 

Cailin sent us a note about her experience at Girls Nation I want to share: 

I very sincerely appreciate the opportunity I had at Girls Nation! I ran for president and made it to the top five for my party's nomination, but I 
did not receive the nomination.  This was probably the best experience of my summer and that is saying a lot, trust me. The best part was being 
able to hear so many different perspectives on what is going on in our country. I do have an interest in potentially going into politics someday, and 
this experience has really made me consider what that would entail and how I should be preparing for it now. Cailin Sims 

Thank you in advance for the work I know you will do in support of this ALA program.  If you need any assistance during the  
coming year, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

For God and Country, 

Angela Kilcrease, Director/Chairman  

 
 
 

 

 

GIRLS STATE 

Mississippi Senators: Calin Sims (left) 
and Rachel Shoemaker (right) 



YARD SIGNS SALE  
 

For those who have ordered yard signs and have 
not yet picked up/received, we will have them at 

the three Fall Area Conferences! 

Need help?  Contact the Dept. Office! 

DEPARTMENT  SUPPORT  FUND  

 
At the 2017 Mid-Winter Conference, the Department Support Fund Volunteers will be having a (gently used or new, but never 
worn) Jewelry and Purse Sale!  We are asking all of our Auxiliary members to rummage thru your closets and dresser drawers to 
find costume jewelry or purses you hardly used or never used to donate to our fundraising project. 

Bring what you can donate to Mid-Winter Conference to turn in at our table in the lobby! 

We appreciate, in advance, your support of our Dept. Support Fund fundraisersñremember, our efforts keeps our Dept.  
operating to serve us.  Itõs Us Helping Ourselves!! 
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As I am writing 
this article before 
the month of 
September ends, 
the òRise and 
Shineó awards for 
the month of 
September will 
be announced in 

the October newsletter.  

Membership dues are coming in slowly 
to the Department at this time. ALL 
officersõ dues should be paid by now, 
and we should not have zero units on 
our report. Please, Unit Membership 
Chairmen get with your Secretary and 
get those dues sent in. We MUST stay 
ahead of where we were last year. If 
we fall behind, it takes HARD WORK 
to catch back up.  

I donõt know about you, but I would 
rather work harder now, than later.  
Membership is what keeps our  
Department going. Without it, we will 
not be able to operate.  

Remember, Rise and Shine, One  
Member at a Time. Even if you have just 
one or two dues to turn in, it is so  
important that you do. It is every  
memberõs right to have their dues proc-
essed in a timely manner. DON'T 
HOLD MEMBERSHIP! 

Attached with this newsletter is a  
Shining Star Contact Form. Know 
someone who is doing extraordinary 
work for the ALA? Simply fill out the 
form and send it to National. That  
special member may just be interviewed 
to be included in National publications. 

 

There will be a Flag Parade at Mid-
Winter for all 100% units. We want to 
see a long line in that parade, so get 
b u s y .  T h i n k  M E M B E R S H I P ,  
MEMBERSHIP, MEMBERSHIP! 

Diane Belue, Chairman  

 

òRise and Shine,  
One Member at A Timeó 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
COCK-A-DOODLE-DOO!!    

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR 
FIRST 100% UNIT! 

MEMBERSHIP 
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COCK -A -D OODLE -D OO ,  

I  GOT  A  NEW  MEMBER .  

H OW  ABOUT  YOU ? 

N ORTHERN  A REA  CHRISTMAS  G IFT  SHOP , O XFORD  V ETERANS  H OME  
 

My article in last month's newsletter stated that I thought the NAC was Oct. 1 but it has changed to Nov. 5 in Horn Lake.  So 
sorry for the mistake, but if anyone in the Northern Area would like to donate gifts for our first Christmas Gift Shop at the  
Oxford Veterans Home, we are asking that they please bring it to the Northern Area Fall conference on Nov. 5th in Horn 
Lake.   

I know these veterans will be thrilled to have this opportunity, and it will be a real blessing to whomever participates.  Like I 
stated in the Sept. newsletter, we are collecting gifts for men, women, and children, wrapping paper, tape, and gift bags. 
Thanks for all your help and may God bless America and our veterans. 

For God and Country, 

Ruth Benson, District 1 President  



                                                                               

Greetings from the Department!  

Unit Assessments for 2016 have been sent out. These 
are mandatory for all units.  Please remit your  
assessment to the Dept. Office no later than  
December 1, 2016. 

We still have a few units that have not sent in their Unit 
Certification form.  That form needs to be returned now. 

I also need to know if anyone needs access to ALAMIS that 
does not have it.  The cost is $10  per unit and only 1 member of the unit can 
have access to it.  

As this newsletter is getting to each of you a very special project will be going 
on in Jackson, The National Veterans Creative Arts Festival. This is the first 
time Mississippi has had the honor of hosting this Festival and a huge thank 
you to Nancy Sanders, the Committee and our volunteers for all their hard 
work in making the Hospitality Room a great success.    

As we are all preparing for our Veterans Day programs and the fall  
conferences, please be safe and work together as one organization òThe 
American Legion Auxiliary.ó  We are all here for the Veterans, not ourselves, 
and put those petty differences aside.  

If there is any brochures that you might need from me, please just let me 
know before the fall conferences. 

For God and Country, 

Bonnie Farmer, Dept. Secretary/Treasurer  

FROM  THE D EPT. SECRETARY 

War Memorial Building 
P. O. Box 1382 

Jackson, MS 39212 

Phone: 601.353.3681 
E-mail: ALAMSHQ@att.net 

D EPARTMENT OF M ISSISSIPPI 

W EõRE  O N  THE  W EB !  

W WW. MISSALA .CO M  

JOIN OUR GROUP ON FACEBOOK 

 
AMERICAN LEGION AUXILIARY MISSISSIPPI 
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